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What Is Permaculture? 

Popularly seen as a ‘cool’ form of organic gardening, permaculture could be better described as a 

design system for resilient living and land use based on universal ethics and ecological design 

principles. Although the primary focus of permaculture has been the redesign of gardening, 

farming, animal husbandry and forestry, the same ethics and principles apply to design of buildings, 

tools and technology. Applying permaculture ethics and principles in our gardens and homes 

inevitably leads us towards redesigning our ways of living so as to be more in tune with local 

surpluses and limits. 

Permaculture is also a global movement of individuals, groups and networks working to create the 

world we want, by providing for our needs and organising our lives in harmony with nature. The 

movement is active in the most privileged and the most destitute communities and countries. 

Permaculture may be Australia’s most significant export for humanity facing a world of limits. 

from David Holmgren’s latest book  

The Design System 

Permaculture as a “design system based on ecological principles” draws together the diverse skills 

and ways of living which need to be rediscovered and developed to empower us to move from being 

dependent consumers to becoming responsible producers. In this sense, permaculture is not the 

landscape, or even the skills of organic gardening, sustainable farming, energy efficient building or 

eco-village development as such, but can be used to design, establish, manage and improve these 

and all other efforts made by individuals, households and communities towards a sustainable future. 

The Movement 

Permaculture is also a world wide network and movement of individuals and groups working in both 

rich and poor countries on all continents. Largely unsupported by government or business, these 

people are contributing to a sustainable future by reorganising their lives and work around 

permaculture design principles. In this way they are creating small local changes but ones which are 

directly and indirectly influencing action in the wider environment, organic agriculture, appropriate 

technology, communities and other movements for a sustainable world. 

The Origin of Permaculture 

Permaculture is a word originally coined by Bill Mollison and David Holmgren in the mid 1970’s to 

describe an “integrated, evolving system of perennial or self-perpetuating plant and animal species 

useful to man.” 

Permaculture Ethics & Design Principles 

David Holmgren explains permaculture ethics and design principles as thinking tools for creatively 

responding to the energy descent future on a limited planet. 

 

Farming Secrets says:  Permaculture Principles Are For The Farmer Who Strives For  

  People Care, Earth Care And Fair Share 
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